
2012 Home Care Information Exchange 
Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Sabin‐Cleere Conference Room 

 
April 4, 2012 
1pm – 3pm 

 
1. Call access number is 1‐218‐936‐7930 
2. Enter the pin number: 6922901 followed by # key 
3. Announce yourself and mute your phone when not speaking 

If you have any connection problems, please reach out to Elaine McManis.  Guinevere 
Blodgett will not have access to e-mail and will be unable to address any connection 
problems.  

 
 

I. Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Updates 1:00 – 1:10 
 

II. Colorado Department of Health Care Policy & Financing   1:10 – 1:20 
 

III. Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado Presentation   1:20 – 1:40 
 

IV. Telehealth Presentation  (Ideal Life)     1:40 – 2:00 
 

V. Recovery Audit (HCPF Program Integrity)    2:00 – 2:50 
 

VI. Questions & Closing       2:50 – 3:00 
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New certification program  

for dementia care  

 
Amelia Schafer, MS 

Director of Professional Education 

What is “Leaders in 
Dementia Care”? 

 

•Alzheimer’s Association Certification 
program for organizations 

•Recognition for commitment to 
training; not an endorsement 

 

 

 

History  
 

•Colorado Alzheimer’s Coordinating 
Council (CACC) 

•Colorado State Alzheimer’s Disease 
Plan 

•Supported by the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment 
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CACC Committee  
 

•CHI facilitated: Providers, CHCA, 
CDPHE, AA, physician, HCPF 

•Meetings for 6 months 

•Assessed other states and training 

•Designated number of hours, % of 
staff, and applicable trainers & topics 

 

 

Who can become a leader? 
 

•Any dementia care organization 

•In-Home Care 

•Hospice 

•Assisted Living 

•Nursing Home 

•Adult Day Centers 

•And more… 

 

 

Who can become a leader? 
 

•Requirements: 

•Train 75% of all staff 

•8 hours of annual dementia training 

•Initial Topics: Basics, Communication, 
Reducing Agitation, Meaningful Interactions 

•Advanced Topics:  Bathing, Sexuality, 
Families, Teamwork, and more 
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Why become a leader? 
 

•       Quality care to clients/residents 
 

•       Staff retention 
 

•Identified on Alzheimer’s Association 
referral lists and website; CDPHE 
website 

 

 

How do you become  

a leader? 
 

•Launch July 1st, 2012 

•Download application & submit with 
supporting documentation 

•Renew certification annually 

 

 

Is there a cost?   
 

•The certification is FREE! 

•Organizations can do their own 
training 

•Organizations can use other 
Alzheimer’s training 
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What kind of training 
counts?   

 

•Classroom, online, video/DVD with 
discussion, Alzheimer’s conferences 

•Instructor must use principles of 
adult learning 
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Alzheimer’s Association 
Training 

 

•8-hour customized training $1500 
•Can be 1 day or several months 

•Alzheimer’s Learning Institute 
•Monthly classes 

•Annual Education Symposium  

•Online training essentiALZ® 

 

Are there similar dementia 
certification programs? 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 

 

1)  My organization is not 
interested.  Can I be certified as 
an individual? 
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Absolutely! 
 

•Online certification for individuals 

 

 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 

2)  The Alzheimer’s Association 
doesn’t have any professional 
classes or conferences in my 
area.  How can our staff be 
trained?   

 

 

•Training from their company 
 

•Contract with the Alzheimer’s 
Association for in-person or video 
teleconference 
 

•Online certification for individuals 
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Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 

3)  Is there a benefit to being 
trained by the Alzheimer’s 
Association instead of our own 
training?   

 

 

•No need to create curriculum 

•No need to submit curriculum 
outline for approval 

•No need to submit trainers 
credentials 

•Documentation for class will already 
be submitted 

 

 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 

4)  If an organization is certified 
does that mean the Alzheimer’s 
Association stands behind them 
as a quality place?   
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•The Alzheimer’s Association does 
not endorse any one organization 
over another.   
 

•Certification shows commitment to 
training staff in dementia care.   

 

 

Questions? 
 

amelia.schafer@alz.org   1-800-272-3900 

mailto:amelia.schafer@alz.org
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